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Welcome to the 2010 HEC Camp Information Pack! 

 

²ŜΩǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ I9/ /ŀƳǇΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ 

involved, how you can help out, and how to apply. 

We hope this information pack will answer any questions 

you have about HEC Camp. If you have any additional 

questions or suggestions, feel free to email us at 

heccamp@gmail.com. 
 

Thanks! 

Your Camp Coordinators, 

John Nguyen & Bethan Evans 

 

 

 

 

mailto:heccamp@gmail.com
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About  

What is HEC Camp? 
The Hokkaido English Challenge (HEC) Camp is a five-day long summer camp for 

the 30 Junior High and 20 Senior High School winners of the HEC competition.  

 
The purpose of HEC Camp is to create an atmosphere where students can eat 
foreign foods, play games, learn about different cultures, converse with native 
English speakers from various countries and above all become comfortable with 
their English abilities. 
 
The camp is run predominantly by ALTs in Hokkaido and is funded by HAJET and 
fundraisers held throughout the year. 
 
Volunteering is not only open to ALTsτanyone is invited to apply as long as they 
have suitable English language skills.  We will accept close to 35 volunteers.  Non-
native English speakers may be interviewed to test suitability and language 
competency.  
 

When and where is HEC Camp? 
In 2010, it will take place from Saturday, July 24th to Wednesday, July 28th at the 

Kodomo-no-Kuni Campground ( ‘‾” ) in Sunagawa City.  Volunteers are 

asked to arrive in the afternoon on Friday, July 23rd to help set up camp before 

the students arrive. 

I want to volunteer! 
If you are interested in volunteering for HEC Camp then please read the job 

descriptions on pages 5 to 8, fill out the Application Form, and send it to us 

through email by Wednesday, April 28th, 2010.   

After you have applied, we will reply with a decision and send a letter to your 

contracting organization requesting that your attendance to HEC Camp is 
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considered shucchou όŀ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǘǊƛǇύ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅǎΦ  

While HEC Camp takes place during summer vacation, whether it is an official trip 

is ultimately up to your contracting organization and we cannot guarantee their 

decision. In the case they do not grant you business leave, please consider using 

your holidays, if you have extra available. It really is worth it.  But dƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ 

ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ȅƻǳ to HEC Camp:  

please apply! 

Food and lodging (large tents) are provided for the students.  Volunteers use their 

own tents whenever possible, although a limited number of HEC tents are 

available.  As a volunteer you will be expected to pay for your travel expenses and 

onsen fees.  Food will be provided for you from SaǘǳǊŘŀȅΩǎ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ 

camp.  

Stay in touch!  
You can e-mail us at: heccamp@gmail.com 

Join our Facebook group where we post notices and have discussions about HEC 

camp: http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=354484275948 

Or, you can contact the Camp Coordinators directly through their contact 

information below: 

John Nguyen 

Yubetsu Town Board of Education 

Kamiyubetsu Tondenshigaichi 318 

Yubetsu-cho, Hokkaido 

ῑ099-6501 

Cell: (090) 3772-3810 

Bethan Evans 
Aibetsu Town Board of Education 

Aibetsu-cho Kouminkan Aza Honcho 345-1 

Aibetsu-cho, Hokkaido 

ῑ078-1493 

Cell: (090) 2075-6346 

 

 
 

mailto:heccamp@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=354484275948
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Get Involved! 
The volunteers in each of these positions will be leaders during their event and be 

responsible for the preparation, execution, and clean-up of their activities. There 

are lots of different jobs so make sure to choose the ones that fit you the best! 

Permanent Positions 

These positions only have one role for the entire duration of camp. 

Camp Coordinators (2) - The Camp Coordinators are responsible for overseeing all 

planning, advertising, volunteer recruitment, scheduling, budgeting, and logistics 

of HEC camp. They will also deal with vendors and agencies, make sure the camp 

is running on schedule, and deal with any problems that come up. Should have 

moderate Japanese ability (JLPT Level N3-ish), and works closely with the HEC 

Coordinator throughout the planning process. Positions for HEC Camp 2011 are 

available! 

Head Chef (1) - The Head Chef is responsible for managing a budget and creating 

a menu to feed all the students and volunteers for all five days of camp. Head 

Chef is also responsible for obtaining all the kitchen equipment (rice cooker, 

burners, utensils, etc.), purchasing the food, supervising the kitchen staff, and 

ensuring sanitation and cleanliness. 

Kitchen Staff (4) - The kitchen staff are 

permanent positions and will work in the kitchen 

area, cooking, cleaning, and helping to prepare 

meals for the duration of camp. They will work 

directly under the Head Chef. 

Media Coordinator (1) - The Media Coordinator is responsible for most of the 

publicity during camp. They will be using media equipment such as video cameras 

and digital cameras to capture the students and volunteers on film at the 

different activities. The photos and footage will be compiled into a Memory Book 
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DVD and be used for future promotions of HEC Camp. The Media Coordinator 

must have their own gear and equipment, and be willing to bring it to camp.  

Gopher/Driver (2) - The Gopher/Driver is responsible for driving van-loads of 

students to and from the sento and onsen. The Gopher may be responsible for 

making a pick-up/drop-off schedule to ensure all the students and volunteers 

have a chance to bathe. They may also be asked to run occasional errands for the 

Kitchen Staff or Camp Coordinators. 

Group Leader Positions 

Volunteers will either be a Group Leader or Rotating Group Leader  

and  hold one or two Additional Roles. 

Group Leader (14) - The Group Leaders work together with one Rotating Group 

Leader as the leaders for a group of 7-8 junior high and high school students. They 

are responsible for leading their group members for the duration of camp and 

during camp activities, and ensuring the students have an enjoyable time at camp.  

Rotating Group Leader (7) - The Rotating Group Leaders do not have a fixed 

group but will move from group to group depending on the activity or the day. 

Their duties will be the same as a Group Leader, assisting with camp activities and 

socializing with the students. Rotating Group Leaders move amongst each of the 

groups so they have the unique chance to meet every student at camp! 

Additional Roles: 

Nurses (2) - The Nurses are responsible for treating minor camp First-Aid 

situations such as sunburn, heatstroke, dehydration, insect bites, etc. and 

ensuring the students are drinking enough water. Those with First-Aid 

certification preferred. 

Ice Breaking Leaders (2) - The Ice Breaker leaders are responsible for making the 

students interact with each other and the volunteers. Games could focus on 

communication, cooperation, or just be for fun. The goal is to help the students 
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become more relaxed, and to allow them to meet the volunteers and members in 

their group.  

Scavenger Hunt Leaders (2) - The Scavenger Hunt leaders are responsible for 

making a fun-filled scavenger hunt at the Fushigi-no-mori Park (near the 

campsite) within a 2.5 hour time limit. They must create a scavenger hunt list, 

rules, point system, and award prizes. 

Playwriting Leaders (2) - The Playwriting leaders are 

responsible for planning the playwriting process, including a 

sample demonstration play to show the students (use 

ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ WǊΦ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘύΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ Ƙƻǿ 

to write a play, provide assistance to the groups, take care 

of the props, and MC the performance on the last night of 

camp. You should also come up with short, 2-3 minute mini-

activities (talent show, stand-up comedy, crowd games, etc.) to help you fill in the 

time between plays while groups are preparing and changing costumes. 

Crazy Olympics Leaders (2) - The Crazy Olympics leaders are responsible for 

coming up with fun co-operative team games and activities to do with all the 

ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ŦƛŜƭŘΦ tǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴΥ ŎƘubby bunny, 

relay races, a body-chain game, three-legged races, hula-hoop races and so on. It 

can be followed by an ALT sock-wrestling competition or a water fight (weather 

permitting).  

Sports Leaders (2) - The Sports Leaders are responsible 

for organizing the Night Capture-the-Flag game, and 

organizing sports games to get the students active 

during downtime in the afternoons. Sports could 

include soccer or football games, hula hula hoop competitions, a creative mix of 

sports, or something completely new! Lots of room for creativity, the goal being 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾŜΗ 

Arts & Crafts Leaders (2) - The Arts & Crafts Leaders are responsible for planning 

an afternoon of arts and crafts for the students (around 3 hours). They should 
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prepare some arts & crafts activities that can be completed within the time limit, 

and have a selection of arts & crafts supplies available that the students can 

choose from to use on their projects. Get creative! 

Hiking Guides (2) - The Hiking Guides are responsible for leading a hike up nearby 

Ishiyama and preparing a few activities to play with the students on the summit.  

Campfire & Song Leaders (2) - The Campfire & Songs Leader are responsible for 

teaching easy songs throughout camp and setting up the bonfire on the last night 

of the camp. The camp songs should be easy and memorable so the students can 

learn the lyrics and practice. 

Dance DJ (1) - The Dance DJ is responsible for putting on a dance party! The 

outdoor shelter will be turned into a dance hall and the DJ will have a playlist of 

songs (a mix of western and J-tƻǇύ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ I9/Ωǎ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ 5W ƛǎ 

also responsible for teaching a few simple dances to the students before the 

dance (such as the YMCA, Electric Slide, Chicken Dance, Macarena, Apache, etc.). 

Postmaster (1) - The Postmaster is responsible for all intra-

camp mail. They can create mailboxes and a system for the 

students and volunteers to send mail to each other. Mail 

deliveries are made at breakfast and dinner times. 

Jr. Leader Coordinator (1) - Responsible for organizing and 

planning the scope of involvement of the high school 

students in the Jr. Leaders program. They should also work with group leaders to 

determine candidates for the 2011 Jr. Leaders program. 
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HEC 2010 Volunteer Application Form 
(Please provide as much information as possible) 

Personal Information 

 

Employment / Board of Education Information 

Please fill out the following in English and Japanese. 

BoE/Company Name:  

Address (in English):  Phone: (         )  

Fax: (         )  

Address (in Japanese):  

Supervisorôs Name:  

 

*Please include a funny or silly photo of yourself with your application! 

Name:  Home Phone: (         )  

Address:  Mobile Phone: (         )  

Email:  

Mobile Email:  

Date of Birth (M/D/Y):  Nationality:  

Are you an ALT? (Yes or No):  

If yes, years experience as an ALT:  

If no, current occupation:  
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Camp Information 

This will be my          time at HEC Camp. (Please list previous years and positions) 

 

 

 

I would prefer the following positions (written in order of preference): 

 
 
 
 
 
I would be willing to work in the following positions (list as many as you like): 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Why would you be a good fit for these positions? What related experience do you have? 

 

 

 
 

 
 
What are you looking forward to the most about HEC Camp? 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
What is your favorite color?  

 
 

 

  

1) 

2) 

3) 
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If you could be any animal, which would you choose and why? 
 

 
 
 
 
Is there anything else youôd like to tell us that will affect our decision or feel we need to 

know? Are there certain camp dates when you are unavailable, etc.? 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Information  
This information will not affect your eligibility. Please bold your selection. 

Would you be willing to purchase an HEC Camp T-Shirt?: Yes No 

If you are re-contracting, would you be willing to provide HEC 
Camp with storage for camp materials until next year?: 

Yes No 

Do you have a Japanese driverôs license?: Yes No 

Do you have First-Aid certification? Yes No 

 

If you are interested in the HEC Coordinator or HEC Camp 
Coordinator positions for 2010-2011, please let us know! 

 

 

PLEASE EMAIL YOUR APPLICATION FORM AND ATTACH A FUNNY 

OR SILLY PHOTO OF YOURSELF TO heccamp@gmail.com BY APRIL 

28th, 2010. IF YOU WOULD PREFER TO MAIL OR FAX YOUR 

APPLICATION, PLEASE CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION. 

 

 

mailto:heccamp@gmail.com

